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NOAH's FLOOD. 



NOAH was a remarkable ■ inftance of 
righteous man living in the mid ft of 
wicked generation, and in giving his cha- 
rader and hiftory, we are neceflarily led 
into a defcnption of the general ftate of 
mankind at the time in queftion. 

Though the world, which is now about 
fik thoufand years old, had been created 
only about one thoufand years at the tune 
of Noah's birA, it was probably then 
-very full of inhabitants, for as the life oi 
the 'fame man kited often for eight or nine 
-hundred years, many generations may be- 
iurpofed* to have ' flouriihed together. 
Adam himfeif was alive at the fame time 
with Noah's father, and he died only a 
fhou time before the birth of Noah, fo 
that our firft forefather muft have feen a 
very numerous, and (what was extreme- 
ly ctiftreffin?) a very depraved poftentv. 

B' 2 . 
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He nraft have beheld his children's chiL 
dren corrupting one another, and making 
a rapid progrefs in iniquity. & 

As men began to multiply on the face 
of the earth, they became ftill more and 
more abandoned. It pleafed God how- 
ever to preferve a chofen feed in the 
family of Seth, from whom alfo the 
Saviour was to come, of which line of 
defendants it is faid, that 6 a bleffijap; was 
* in it. 

But did this peculiar feed all walk up- 
rightly in the fight of God? Ah! how 
difficult is it to live unfpotted from the 
world ! Even thefe were infe&ed with the 
general corruption ; and it feems as if 
the want of Reparation between the pro- 
felfors of religion, and the open finners, 
had haftened the definition of the earth, 
for we read that 6 the fons of God' (by 
which thofe who feemed to be of the true 
religion are very naturally fuppofed by 
many to have been intended) 6 faw the 
6 daughters of men that they were fair, 
c and took to them wives of all which they 
c chofe/ A general careleffnefs about the 
■\ religious 
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religious chara&er of thofe with whon* 
the profeffors of religion intermarried, 
arifing. From an unrefirained aflfeftion for 
their perfons, appears to be given as a 
reafon why matters fo foon came to that 
dreadful pafs in which we arc now to dc~ 
fcribe them. The few wbo retained the 
knowledge of God, probably difcovered 
little zeal, and were fcarcely to be diltin- 
guifhed from others, or at leaft men were 
Strangely draw a afide into worldly com- 
pliances 

But while fin was thus advancing with 
rapid ftndes, did not God notice, or be- 
hold it ? Yes ; he often made himfelf 
known in thofe days by figns and judo 
merits ; ' My Spirit,' he alfo fays, ' fhait 
6 not always ftnve with man.' It appears 
then that the fpirit of God ft'rivfes even 
with the moft profligate finners ; and in 
another place, the ' patience of God' is 
reprefented as 4 well nigh wearied out in 
' the days of Noah;' yet behold his long- 
fuffering ! Still he allows them a refpite 
of an hundred and twenty years, during 
which period he waits upon them with 
offers of mercy. He warns before he 

B 3 ^riJk«-s 9 
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Unites, and thus proves that he c willeth not 

* the dcath, : of the firmer,' and that his' de- 
struction is' of himfelf. 

It is now faid, that ; God faw that the 

* wickednefs of man was great in the 

* earth, and that every imagination of the 

* thoughts of his heart was only evil con- 

* tinually.' Is not .this defcription too 
ftrong ? Ought not fome farther evidence 
of it to be p;iven ? My aniwer is, ' God 

* law it. ; The men themfelves no doubt 
did not fee it, and if we could fuppofe 
*hem to have had kiftorians of their own, 
ahefe, no doubt, would not have mentioned 
it, but God's teftimony is better than that 
,-or a thoufand witncfles. 

Su-h then being the ft ate of mapkind, 
^who can wonder to hear the determination 
of a holy God to deftroy the earth with 
its inhabitants, and to leave a monument 
of his awful juitice for the warning and 
inftruftion of every age that was to fol- 
low. 

But are none exempted from this ge- 
neral charge of iniquity ? Yes, here is 
im individual felc&ed for our. notice. It 

is 
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is faid that c Noah found grace in the eye?, 
6 of the Lord/ The too ft- honourable 
teftimony is given of him in fcripture ; he 
is faid to have been 6 a juft man, and per- 
6 fe£l in his generations;' which does not 
mean that he was without fault, for we 
read in another place of his being a 'dually 
overtaken by fm> but that he was a iincere 
or complete and confident character, uh- 
corrupted by the wickednefs that prevailed 
in his own time or generation. 1 It is alio 
faid in another place fch&t d he walked with 
' God,' he was mindful of hinij accuftomed 
to pray to him, regarding God in all he 
did ; he was alfo zealous in his came, for 
he was ; a preacher' as well as an example 
* of righteoufnefs jl and while the 4 long- 
6 differing of God' waited on the lin.ners 
around him, Noah was raifed up for die 
fpecial purpofe of inftru&ing and rebuk- 
ing them, and warning them of their ap- 
proaching definition. 

But while we admire his undaunted cou 
rage, let us afk ourfelves whether we are 
equally courageous in the fame cauTe, 
and while we commend Noah for renounc- 
ing and reproving the works of darknefs* 

£ 4 though 

i 
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though 'licenfed by general cuftom, whe- 
ther we equally renounce and reprove the 
evils which are now commonly pra&ifed. 
If the fafhion of the times will juftify us, 
urely it might have juftified Noah ai'fo. 

But let us next fpeak of the period of 
the deluge, and of the favour {hewn to 
this eminent perfon. God condefcended 
to reveal to him the tremendous purpofe 
of defiroying all flefh by a flood of water,, 
faying unto Noah, ' the end of all flefh is 
* before me;' yet he enters into covenant 
with him, to fave him and his little family 
from the general ruin. 

The method of deliverance, with all 
the circumftances of it, was of divine ap- 
pointment. The Lord himfelf directed 
Noah to prepare an axk of immenfe fize, 
which might contain his houfehold, and a 
fmall remnant of all other creatures, for 
the prefervation of their diflFerent fpecies. 
In this building the various animals, with 
fufficient provifion for their fupport, were 
to ride in fafety, while one common defla- 
tion fw r ept away the inhabitants of the 
earth, with all its furniture* 

Behold 
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Behold then the faith and .obedience at 
Noah, for which he is mentioned as a 
bright example to all fucceeding age^ r 
An infpired writer has told us that 6 he 
4 believed God.' 6 By faith, Noah being 
4 warned of God of things not feen as yet, 
4 prepared an ark to the faving of his 
• 4 houfe, by the which he condemned the 
•*\wor!d, and became heir of the righte- 
4 oufnefs which is by faith/ 

Me thinks I fee him with ftedfaft coun- 
tenance and determined ftep, proceeding 
admidft the profane ridicule of furrounding 
multitudes, to prepare materials for the 
ark, and to engage w r orkmen in this Grange 
^.nd arduous employment, while at the 
fame time he reproves that wicked gene- 
ration, warns them of their danger, and 
denounces, if they repent not, the ap- 
proaching judgments of God upon them. 
Inftead of refpefcting his faith, thev fmile 
at his credulity, and fcornfully turn away 
from this venerable man of God. Year 
after year, however, he purfues his work. 
Year after year they taunt him with his 
folly, and amufe themfelves in overlook- 
ing the vafl: building as it proceeds. 

B 5 Surely, 
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Surely, fay they, he is a man of a gloomy 
inn, nation, of an abfurd fancy, or of a 
difiurned brain ; he is forward, trouble- 
lome, and ceniorious, always repreienting 
our conduct in the moft wicked and -abo- 
minable light : the world, they infift, is 
not fo wicked as he pretends. Fathers 
and r ] Idren join in deriding him. High 
and low, rich and poor, men and maidens, 
equally forgetful of God, and worldly and 
unbelieving, comfort each other that they 
are in the right, and that fuch a goodly 
multitude as they feem to make, cannot 
be altogether wicked, and expofed to one 
general judgment. 

It is here worthy of obfervation, that 
the' common order of the world does not 
feem to have been overthrown at the time 
of which we are {peaking, for it is very 
polhble for the frame of focicty to be held 
together, even when the irreligion and 
corruption of man is extremely great. It 
is true, indeed, we read c that the earth 
c was filled with violence, 1 for when the 
paffions of men are not rcftrained by reli- 
gion, much violence both in their lan- 
iiogc ana conauci if\ apt to follow of 

couife. 
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courfe. One great feature in their charac- 
tep appears however to be their being quite 
fv/alh>v. v ; «ri up by the pleafures and con r 
cenvs of this life, for the fcripui > r peaks" 
of them at that time, as, eating and drink- 
ing, and marrying, and being given in 
marriage, evidently implying, that their 
whole time and thoughts were engaged in 
thofe things, and that by the means of 
thefe they were led to forget God, and to 
negleQ: the warnings which were lent unto 
them.-' ? ; £i ' % , X^f 1 

Let us next view Noah entering into 
the ark, according to the commandment 
which God had given him: ; He, arid- tifs 
6 fons, and his Urns wives, becaufe Bf the 
6 waters of the flood; of b fts alio, and 
6 of fowls, and of creeping things, them 
6 went in two and two, male raid feWkJe, 
6 as God commanded Noah. And it came 
* to pais after feven days, thai the waters 
6 of the flood were upon the vth , iltd 
6 ail the fountains of the -real deep were 

b roken up, and tnc windows of heaven 

l were opened.' 

B 6 
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But jfrhile we accompany Noah into the 
ftcfej let us turn cur eyes to the multitudes 
who remained without, of whom no doubt 
he took his leave, with many painful fen- 

> Cation. . " '' '*:'—^SX % ^4= vi^SpS 

"What a wonderful and tremendous 
tecne ! Oh ! the lamentations and bitter 
i cries of thoufands now perifhing by that 
•verv calamity, the kind notices of which 
they had refufed to attend to, or had pre- 
fumptuoufly derided. Many of Noah's 
s dear relations were included in this num- 
ber. What angiiifh muft he have felt for 
them: but in vain! they had defpifed his 
warning, their day of grace was paft, and 
I he. could afford them no relief. 

And now tke rain overflows the mea- - 
dows, and the whole multitude feek, no 
doubt, the rifing ground; but the waters 
increafe upon them. A few probably reach 
the- mountains, and they truft that, at leaft. 
the higheft rocks on the mountain-tops fliall 
fave them ; 4 But the waters prevail ex- 
* ceedingly, and all the high hills that were 
6 under the whole heaven were covered. 
Fifteen cubits upward did. the waters pre- 
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< & vail, and the mountains were covered. 

'< And all flefn died that moved upon the 
c earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of 
6 beaft, and of every creeping thing that 

■ c creepeth on the earth, and every man, 
* and Noah only remained alive, and they 
6 that were with him in the ark/ 

It is no. unimportant remark, that the 
truth of this ftory of which we have thus 
given the plain fcriptural account is confirm- 
ed by a variety of ftriking circumftances, 
not neceflary here to be mentioned, and aU 
fo by the feveral traditions of various and 
diftant nations, differing indeed in their re- 
ligion, but agreeing in their account of an 
ancient and general deluge. 

And fhould we not feel terror for our- 
Telves, while we contemplate thefe effefts of 
the divine vengeance ! Who- can ftand be- 
fore this holy Lord God ! We fee here 
that the God who threatens will alio execute 
his threatenings, and that though hand join 
in hand, the wicked iliall not go unpunifh- 
ed. 

.But a pleafing profpeft opens nfelf to 

righteous 



.righte.ons Noah, ; for God reqiemhered Mo- 
ah and every jiving thing with nim in t\\p 
4 ark, and made a wiad to paa; over the 
j 4 earth, andthc wat. ro w re anuaged, and 
4 the ark tv.tcd. on the ino-jjucans of Ara rat, 
6 and in the tenth month the firlt day of u 
6 i^onth were the tops of the mountains fee**/ 
Noah now (ends forth a raven and after- 
wards a dove from the window of the ark, 
but ' the deve' as yet 6 could hnd no reft 
4 for the iole of her foot and returned into 
4 the ark :' and again ' after other feven days 
' he lends forth the dove' again. ' And the 
J dove came into him in the evening, and 
6 lo in h,er mouth was an olive leaf pl ucked 
4 off, fo that Noah knew tha the waters 
4 were abated from off the earth. ' What a 
pleafing confidence would he now feel of 
his deliverance! Wherever indeed he turned 
his eyes he would fee the devaiiation which 
fin had made, nor can he be fuppofed to 
have reflefted without unutterable 1 anguifh 
on the multitudes that had periihed in their 
iniquities, yet a feme of gratitude for his 
own wonderful efcape feeias to have over- 
powered him, and to have {wallowed up for 
the time every other concern. He begins 
the new duties of the life which had been 

preferved 
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preferved to him by at| a£l of folemn wor- 
ship to his prelerver. 

" Noah builded an altar unto the Lord 
4 and took of every clean beaft and offered 
6 burnt offerings on the altar.' 

Sacrifices no doubt had been originally 
appointed by God for the fake of fhewing 
forth that great atonement which in due time 
wa*s to be made through the facrifice of Jefus 
Chrift, " that lamb of God which taketh 
away the fins of the world," by whofe blood, 
and not by the blood of bulls and goats, 
the iniquities of men were to be pardoned 
and the true worfhippers were to be brought 
nigh to God. 

And the Lord faid, < I will not again 
f curfe the ground any more for man's fake, 
6 for the imagination of man s hear* is evil 
6 from his youth, neither will I agai . 
4 any more every living thing as i have 
6 done. While the earth remainerh, feed 
? time and harveft, and cold and heat, and 
6 fummer and winter, and day aftd night 
4 fliall not ceafe.' 



6 And 
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< And God faid, I do fit my bow in the 

* cloud, and it fliall be for a toketi of a 

* covenant between me and the earth. And 

* it fliall come to pafs, that when I bring a 

* cloud over' the .e^rth, that the bow fliall be 
4 feen in the cloud : and I will look upon 
6 it, chat I may remember the everlafting 
6 covenant between God and every living 

* creature of all flefh that is on the earth.' 

Thus were the tokens of God's mercy 
given immediately after He had been difplay- 
ing his mod awful vengeance, and if we are 
walking in the fteps of Noah .we -may look 
on the rainbow, even to this day, with con- 
fidence and joy, becaufe it is a fign of f ecu- 
rity not from a flood of waters only, but 
from all the effefts of the wrath of God. 
It is fpoken of in the book of Revelations 
as the peculiar emblem which furrounds 
our Saviour, for when he is defcribed as 
^fitting on his throne' it is faid, 4 there 

* was a rainbow round about the throne/ 
implying that as God was true to his pro- 
rnife made to Noah, both delivering him 
from a flood of waters and no more drown- 
ing the world for the fins. of men, fo aifo 
would he ke true to that everlafting cove- 
Rant 
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nam made through Jefus Chrift, who is in- 
deed the Saviour as he is promifed in the 
Scripture, of thofe who put their truft in 

And it is faid in like manner in Ifaiah, for 
the comfort of each individual who {hall be 
found among God's faithful people, • For 
4 this is as the waters of Noah unto me, for 
4 as I have fworn that the waters of Noah 
4 fhoul'd no more go over the earth, fo have 
4 I fworn that I would not be wroth with 
4 thee. For the mountains fhall depart and 
4 the hills be removed, but my kindnefs 
4 fhall not depart from thee, neither fhall the 
4 covenant of thy peace be removed faith 
4 the. Lord that hath mercy on thee.' 



I think we may reduce the whole inftr ac- 
tion to be gained from this awful and afFeti- 
ing ftory to thefe two heads, I mean we may 
learn the 44 feverity" of God on the one hand 
and his 44 goodnefs" on the other. 

Men are not apt to believe that God will 
be true to his we.rd 5 cfp.ecially kxrefpefttohis 

threats 
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threatening^ againft the Wicked. They choofe 
to conceive bfliim as fo'rhe eafy being who* 
be'caufe he is merciful will either not punifh 
at all, or will not pun i fh feverely* or at 
leaft will notexteiid his oumlbixient to any 
great number 6f is cffearaml 1 , "and when 
the preachers of right : Li!n';f:; ftand up like ; 
Noah, and declare in the very w ords of Scrip- ] 
ture his eternal jiid^n: nts on;, the wicked, 
maititu(3es'4re apt. to think thTy will netfer 
come to pafs, and they treat the preachers 
much as c his, wicked and tifibeltevirig world 
treated Ndah before then; But the hiftory ' 
which has nov/ been given fhews that God 
is not the fort of being he is fupprifed to 
be. and affords a fuH anlwer to this dange- 
rous delufton. 4 For if God fpared not the ' 
6 old world but faved Noah the eighth per- 

* fon a preacher of righfeoufnefs, bringing 

* in the flood upon the world of the ungod- 
« ly . 'And bui rung the cities of Sodom and 

Gomorrah' into allies, condemned' them 
with an 6ver£hrow 5 making them an 6xk8A 

* pie unto thole that after fhould live un- 
6 godly ; The Lord knoweth how to deliv- 
c er the godly out of temptation and to re- 
6 ferve the unjutl unto the day of judg- 
, meat to be pimiflled.' 

Such 
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Such is the argument drawn by the apof- 
tlc Peter from thefe ancient judgments, and 
it is very remarkable that our Saviour hhn- 
felf makes nearly the fame ufe, though in a 
ftill ft ronger way, bi 'thefe well known a«d 
famous events, explaining by' the means of 
them the furprife and confirmation which 
■will overtake not the few profligate and 
more abandoned only, but the worldly- 
minded and carelefs, and unbelieving in the 
day of judgment :. and how important as 
well as truly charitable is it frequently to 
warn men of thefe fayings of that Saviour, 
w T hofe name we all profefs to reverence, 
and in the truth of whofe wprd| how fliall 
w r e refufe to truft ! For are not" many per- 
fons feen living at their cafe up to the hour 
of their death, who are by no means religi- 
ous and yet are no more afraid that a day of 
wrath is coming, than the world of unbe- 
he-Vifers were on the day before the flood. 
Hear then I fay our Saviour's defcription of 
the furprife which will one day overtake 
fuch perfons. 

c As were the days of Noah fo alfo,' fays 
Chrift, 6 fliall tire coming of the Son of Man 
6 be. For as in the days that were before 

the- 
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' the flood, they were eating and drinkingy 
4 marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
4 ' day that Noah entered into the ark, and 
4 knew not until the flood came and took 
4 them all away, lb fhall alfo the coming of 
4 the Son of Man be. Like wife, alfo as it 

* was in the days of Lot, they did eat, they 
4 drank, t hp y bought, they fold, they plant- 
4 ed, they 'builded. But the fame day that 

* Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and' 
4 brimftone from heaven and deftroyed them 
4 all. Even thus fhall it be in the day when 
4 the Son of Man is revealed,' 

But on the other hand, let the humble 
and fearful Chriftian learn from another part 
of the fame ftory to trtift in the almighty- 
grace and goodnefs : for as the threatenings 
of God are fure to the wicked, fo alfo are 
hispromifes fure to them that unfeigncdly 
repent and believe in Jefus Chrift, They 
fliall be fafe amidft all dangers. Whe» 4 that 

* great and terrible day of the Lord' fhall 
come, 4 in which the .elements fliall melt 
*■ with fervent heat, and the earth with all 
64 the works thereof fhall be burnt up, ' they 
having committed their fouls into the hands 
of Chriltj having belicved.his teftimony and 

walked,- 



( 21 ) 



walked, though in the midft of an evil ge- 
neration, according to his holy word, (hall 
then be like Noah in the ark fafe amidft the 
furrounding ftorm. And it may be added, 
that even in this world, when the timet grow 
dark and threatening, and calamity, either 
public or private, feems to break in upon 
them like a flood, when the tempeft lowers 
and the clouds feem to gather over all the 
furrounding countries — even then I fay 
God's promifes of mercy fiiall be feen by 
them fhining like the rainbow' over the cloud, 
for amidft all their troubles and . affliftions 
they {hall be reminded of their intereft in 
the Saviour and in the everlafting covenant 
of their God. 
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